CHAPTER 169. CAMPAIGN FINANCING AND ADVERTISING

CAMPAIGN FINANCING AND ADVERTISING
Act 227 of 1975

169.1-169.200 Repealed. 1980, Act 180, Imd. Eff. July 2, 1980.
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MICHIGAN CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACT
Act 388 of 1976

AN ACT to regulate political activity; to regulate campaign financing; to restrict campaign contributions
and expenditures; to require campaign statements and reports; to regulate anonymous contributions; to
regulate campaign advertising and literature; to provide for segregated funds for political purposes; to provide
for the use of public funds for political purposes; to create certain funds; to provide for reversion, retention, or
refunding of unexpended balances in certain funds; to require other statements and reports; to regulate
acceptance of certain gifts, payments, and reimbursements; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state
departments and state and local officials and employees; to provide appropriations; to prescribe penalties and
provide remedies; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 1994, Act 117, Eff. Apr. 1, 1995;0 Am. 1994, Act 385, Eff. Jan. 1, 1995.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

169.201 Short title; meanings of words and phrases.

Sec. 1. (1) This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Michigan campaign finance act”.

(2) Except as otherwise defined in this act, the words and phrases defined in sections 2 to 12 shall, for the
purposes of this act, have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 1989, Act 95, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1989.

169.202 Definitions; A, B.

Sec. 2. (1) “Award” means a plaque, trophy, certificate, bust, ceremonial gavel, or memento.

(2) “Ballot question” means a question that is submitted or is intended to be submitted to a popular vote at
an election whether or not it qualifies for the ballot.

(3) “Ballot question committee” means a committee acting in support of, or in opposition to, the
qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question but that does not receive contributions or make
expenditures or contributions for the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence the action of the voters
for or against the nomination or election of a candidate.

(4) “Bundle’ means for a bundling committee to deliver 1 or more contributions from individuals to the
candidate committee of a candidate for statewide elective office, without the money becoming money of the
bundling committee.

(5) “Bundling committee” means an independent committee or political committee that makes an
expenditure to solicit or collect from individuals contributions that are to be part of a bundled contribution,
which expenditure is required to be reported as an in-kind expenditure for a candidate for statewide elective
office.

(6) “Business’ means a corporation, limited liability company, partnership, sole proprietorship, firm,
enterprise, franchise, association, organization, self-employed individual, holding company, joint stock
company, receivership, trust, activity, or entity that is organized for profit or nonprofit purposes.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;0] Am. 1994, Act 385, Eff. Jan. 1, 1995;01 Am. 2001, Act 250, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002.

169.203 Definitions; C.

Sec. 3. (1) "Candidate" means an individual who meets 1 or more of the following criteria

(a) Filesafee, an affidavit of incumbency, or a nominating petition for an elective office.

(b) Is nominated as a candidate for elective office by a political party caucus or convention and whose
nomination is certified to the appropriate filing official.

(c) Receives a contribution, makes an expenditure, or gives consent for another person to receive a
contribution or make an expenditure with a view to bringing about the individual's nomination or election to
an elective office, whether or not the specific elective office for which the individual will seek nomination or
election is known at the time the contribution is received or the expenditure is made.

(d) Is an officeholder who is the subject of arecall vote.

(e) Holds an elective office, unless the officeholder is constitutionally or legally barred from seeking
reelection or failsto file for reelection to that office by the applicable filing deadline. An individual described
in this subdivision is considered to be a candidate for reelection to that same office for the purposes of this act
only.

For purposes of sections 61 to 71, "candidate” only means, in a primary election, a candidate for the office
of governor and, in ageneral election, a candidate for the office of governor or lieutenant governor. However,
the candidates for the office of governor and lieutenant governor of the same political party in a genera
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election shall be considered as 1 candidate.

(2) "Candidate committee" means the committee designated in a candidate's filed statement of organization
as that individual's candidate committee. A candidate committee shall be under the control and direction of
the candidate named in the same statement of organization. Notwithstanding subsection (4), an individua
shall form a candidate committee under section 21 if the individual becomes a candidate under subsection (1).

(3) "Closing date" means the date through which a campaign statement is required to be complete.

(4) "Committee" means a person who receives contributions or makes expenditures for the purpose of
influencing or attempting to influence the action of the voters for or against the nomination or election of a
candidate, the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question, or the qualification of a new political
party, if contributions received total $500.00 or more in a calendar year or expenditures made total $500.00 or
more in a calendar year. An individual, other than a candidate, does not constitute a committee. A person,
other than a committee registered under this act, making an expenditure to a ballot question committee, shall
not, for that reason, be considered a committee for the purposes of this act unless the person solicits or
receives contributions for the purpose of making an expenditure to that ballot question committee.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 1977, Act 310, Imd. Eff. Jan. 4, 1978;0 Am. 1989, Act 95, Imd. Eff. June
21, 1989;0 Am. 2012, Act 273, Eff. Dec. 30, 2012,

169.204 "Contribution" defined.

Sec. 4. (1) "Contribution" means a payment, gift, subscription, assessment, expenditure, contract, payment
for services, dues, advance, forbearance, loan, or donation of money or anything of ascertainable monetary
value, or a transfer of anything of ascertainable monetary value to a person, made for the purpose of
influencing the nomination or election of a candidate, for the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot
question, or for the qualification of anew political party.

(2) Contribution includes the full purchase price of tickets or payment of an attendance fee for events such
as dinners, luncheons, rallies, testimonials, and other fund-raising events; an individua's own money or
property other than the individual's homestead used on behalf of that individual's candidacy; the granting of
discounts or rebates not available to the general public; or the granting of discounts or rebates by broadcast
media and newspapers not extended on an equal basis to al candidates for the same office; and the endorsing
or guaranteeing of aloan for the amount the endorser or guarantor is liable. Except for the purposes of section
57, contribution does not include a contribution to afederal candidate or afederal committee.

(3) Contribution does not include any of the following:

(a) Volunteer personal services provided without compensation, or payments of costs incurred of less than
$500.00 in a calendar year by an individual for persona travel expenses if the costs are voluntarily incurred
without any understanding or agreement that the costs shall be, directly or indirectly, repaid.

(b) Food and beverages, not to exceed $1,000.00 in value during a calendar year, that are donated by an
individual and for which reimbursement is not given.

(c) An offer or tender of a contribution if expressly and unconditionally rejected, returned, or refunded in
whole or in part within 30 business days after receipt.

(d) A contribution or expenditure for the establishment or administration of, or solicitation, collection, or
transfer of contributions to, a separate segregated fund if that contribution or expenditure was made by the
person that established the separate segregated fund as authorized under section 55, or was made by a person
that is a member of a nonprofit corporation that established the separate segregated fund as authorized under
section 55.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;0 Am. 1989, Act 95, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1989;00 Am. 2012, Act 31, Imd. Eff. Feb.
28, 2012;00 Am. 2012, Act 273, Eff. Dec. 30, 2012;0 Am. 2013, Act 252, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2013;00 Am. 2015, Act 269, Imd. Eff. Jan.
6, 2016.

Compiler'snote: Enacting section 1 of Act 31 of 2012 provides:

"Enacting section 1. It is the policy of this state that a public body shall maintain strict neutrality in each election and that a public
body or a person acting on behalf of a public body shall not attempt to influence the outcome of an election held in the state. If thereisa
perceived ambiguity in the interpretation of section 57, that section shall be construed to best effectuate the policy of strict neutrality by a
public body in an election.”

169.205 Definitions; D, E.

Sec. 5. (1) “Domestic dependent sovereign” means an Indian tribe that has been acknowledged,
recognized, restored, or reaffirmed as an Indian tribe by the secretary of the interior pursuant to chapter 576,
48 Stat. 984, 25 U.S.C. 461 to 463, 464 to 465, 466 to 470, 471 to 472, 473, 474 to 475, 476 to 478, and 479,
commonly referred to as the Indian reorganization act, or has otherwise been acknowledged by the United
States government as an Indian tribe.

(2) “Election” means a primary, general, special, or millage election held in this state or a convention or
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caucus of apolitical party held in this state to nominate a candidate. Election includes arecall vote.

(3) “Election cycle” means 1 of the following:

(a) For a general election, the period beginning the day following the last genera election in which the
office appeared on the ballot and ending on the day of the general election in which the office next appears on
the ballot.

(b) For a specia election, the period beginning the day a special general election is called or the date the
office becomes vacant, whichever is earlier, and ending on the day of the specia general election.

(4) “Elective office” means a public office filled by an election. A person who is appointed to fill a
vacancy in a public office that is ordinarily elective holds an elective office. Elective office does not include
the office of precinct delegate. Except for the purposes of sections 47, 54, and 55, elective office does not
include a school board member in a school district that has a pupil membership of 2,400 or less enrolled on
the most recent pupil membership count day. However, elective office includes a school board member in a
school district that has a pupil membership of 2,400 or less, if a candidate committee of a candidate for the
office of school board member in that school district receives an amount in excess of $1,000.00 or expends an
amount in excess of $1,000.00. Elective office does not include a federal office except for the purposes of
section 57.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;0 Am. 1989, Act 95, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1989;00 Am. 1992, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10,
1992;00 Am. 1995, Act 264, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996;10 Am. 1999, Act 237, Eff. Mar. 10, 2000.

Compiler'snote: Section 2 of Act 264 of 1995 provides:

“If any portion of this amendatory act or the application of this amendatory act to any person or circumstance is found to be invalid
by a court, the invalidity does not affect the remaining portions or applications of this amendatory act that can be given effect without the
invalid portion or application, if those remaining portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable. To this end, this amendatory
act is declared to be severable.”

169.206 "Expenditure” defined.

Sec. 6. (1) "Expenditure" means a payment, donation, loan, or promise of payment of money or anything
of ascertainable monetary value for goods, materials, services, or facilities in assistance of, or in opposition to,
the nomination or election of a candidate, the qualification, passage, or defeat of a balot question, or the
qualification of anew political party. Expenditure includes, but is not limited to, any of the following:

(8 A contribution or atransfer of anything of ascertainable monetary value for purposes of influencing the
nomination or election of a candidate, the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question, or the
qualification of anew political party.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (2)(f) or (g), an expenditure for voter registration or get-out-the-vote
activities made by a person who sponsors or finances the activity or who is identified by name with the
activity.

(c) Except as provided in subsection (2)(f) or (g), an expenditure made for poll watchers, challengers,
distribution of election day literature, canvassing of voters to get out the vote, or transporting voters to the
polls.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (2)(c), the cost of establishing and administering a payroll deduction
plan to collect and deliver a contribution to a committee.

(2) Expenditure does not include any of the following:

(a) An expenditure for communication by a person with the person's paid members or shareholders and
those individuals who can be solicited for contributions to a separate segregated fund under section 55.

(b) An expenditure for communication on a subject or issue if the communication does not support or
oppose aballot question or candidate by name or clear inference.

(c) An expenditure for the establishment or administration of, or solicitation, collection, or transfer of
contributions to, a separate segregated fund if that expenditure was made by the person that established the
separate segregated fund as authorized under section 55, or made by a person who is a member of a nonprofit
corporation that established the separate segregated fund as authorized under section 55.

(d) An expenditure by a broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, or other periodical or publication for a
news story, commentary, or editorial in support of or opposition to a candidate for elective office or a ballot
guestion in the regular course of publication or broadcasting.

(e) An offer or tender of an expenditure if expressly and unconditionally rejected or returned.

(f) An expenditure for nonpartisan voter registration or nonpartisan get-out-the-vote activities made by an
organization that is exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the interna revenue code, 26
USC 501, or any successor statute.

(9) An expenditure for nonpartisan voter registration or nonpartisan get-out-the-vote activities performed
under chapter XXIII of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.491 to 168.524, by the secretary
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of state and other registration officials who are identified by name with the activity.

(h) An expenditure by a state central committee of a political party or a person controlled by a state central
committee of a political party for the construction, purchase, or renovation of 1 or more office facilities in
Ingham County if the facility is not constructed, purchased, or renovated for the purpose of influencing the
election of a candidate in a particular election. Items excluded from the definition of expenditure under this
subdivision include expenditures approved in Federal Election Commission advisory opinions 1993-9,
2001-1, and 2001-12 as alowable expenditures under the federal election campaign act of 1971, 52 USC
30101 to 30146, and regulations promulgated under that act, regardless of whether those advisory opinions
have been superseded.

(i) Except only for the purposes of section 57, an expenditure to or for a federal candidate or a federa
committee.

(j) Except only for the purposes of section 47, an expenditure for a communication if the communication
does not in express terms advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate so as to restrict the
application of this act to communications containing express words of advocacy of election or defeat, such as
"vote for", "elect", "support", "cast your ballot for", "Smith for governor", "vote against", "defeat", or "reject".

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 1989, Act 95, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1989;00 Am. 1994, Act 117, Eff. Apr. 1,
1995;01 Am. 1995, Act 264, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996;00 Am. 2003, Act 69, Imd. Eff. July 22, 2003;0 Am. 2012, Act 31, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28,
2012;0 Am. 2012, Act 273, Eff. Dec. 30, 2012;00 Am. 2013, Act 252, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2013;0 Am. 2015, Act 269, Imd. Eff. Jan. 6,
2016.

Compiler'snote: Section 2 of Act 264 of 1995 provides:

“If any portion of this amendatory act or the application of this amendatory act to any person or circumstance is found to be invalid
by acourt, the invalidity does not affect the remaining portions or applications of this amendatory act that can be given effect without the
invalid portion or application, if those remaining portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable. To this end, this amendatory
act is declared to be severable.”

Enacting section 1 of Act 31 of 2012 provides:

"Enacting section 1. It is the policy of this state that a public body shall maintain strict neutrality in each election and that a public
body or a person acting on behalf of a public body shall not attempt to influence the outcome of an election held in the state. If thereisa
perceived ambiguity in the interpretation of section 57, that section shall be construed to best effectuate the policy of strict neutrality by a
public body in an election.”

169.207 Definitions; F to H.

Sec. 7. (1) “Filed” means the receipt by the appropriate filing official of a statement or report required to
be filed under this act.

(2) “Filer” means a person required to file a statement or report under this act.

(3) “Filing official” means the official designated under this act to receive required statements and reports.

(4) “Fund raising event” means an event such as a dinner, reception, testimonial, rally, auction, or similar
affair through which contributions are solicited or received by purchase of aticket, payment of an attendance
fee, making a donation, or purchase of goods or services.

(5) “Gift” means a payment, subscription, advance, forbearance, rendering, or deposit of money, services,
or anything of value, unless consideration of equal or greater valueis given in exchange.

(6) “Honorarium” means a payment of money to a person holding elective office as consideration for an
appearance, a speech, an article, or any activity related to or associated with the performance of duties as an
elected official. An honorarium does not include any of the following:

(a) Reimbursement for the cost of transportation, accommodations, or meals for the person.

(b) Wages, salaries, other employee compensation, and expenses authorized to be paid by this state or a
political subdivision of this state to the person holding elective office.

(c) An award.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 1994, Act 385, Eff. Jan. 1, 1995;0 Am. 2001, Act 250, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002.

169.208 Definitions; H, I.

Sec. 8. (1) “House political party caucus committee” means an independent committee established by a
political party caucus of the state house of representatives under section 24a.

(2) “Immediate family” means any child residing in a candidate's household, the candidate's spouse, or any
individual claimed by that candidate or that candidate's spouse as a dependent for federal income tax
purposes.

(3) “Independent committee” means a committee, other than a political party committee, that before
contributing to a candidate committee of a candidate for elective office under section 52(2) or 69(2) files a
statement of organization as an independent committee at least 6 months before an election for which it
expects to accept contributions or make expenditures in support of or in opposition to a candidate for
nomination to or election to an elective office; and receives contributions from at least 25 persons and makes
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expenditures not to exceed the limitations of section 52(1) in support of or in opposition to 3 or more
candidates for nomination to or election to an elective office in the same calendar year.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 1989, Act 95, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1989;00 Am. 1994, Act 117, Eff. Apr. 1,
1995;00 Am. 1995, Act 264, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996;10 Am. 1996, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Compiler'snote: Section 2 of Act 264 of 1995 provides:

“If any portion of this amendatory act or the application of this amendatory act to any person or circumstance is found to be invalid
by a court, the invalidity does not affect the remaining portions or applications of this amendatory act that can be given effect without the

invalid portion or application, if those remaining portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable. To this end, this amendatory
act is declared to be severable.”

169.209 Definitions; I to L.

Sec. 9. (1) "Incidental expense" means an expenditure that is an ordinary and necessary expense, paid or
incurred in carrying out the business of an elective office. Incidental expense includes, but is not limited to,
any of the following:

(a) A disbursement necessary to assist, serve, or communicate with a constituent.

(b) A disbursement for equipment, furnishings, or supplies for the office of the public official.

(c) A disbursement for adistrict officeif the district office is not used for campaign-related activity.

(d) A disbursement for the public official or his or her staff, or both, to attend a conference, meeting,
reception, or other similar event.

(e) A disbursement to maintain a publicly owned residence or a temporary residence at the seat of
government.

(f) An unreimbursed disbursement for travel, lodging, meals, or other expenses incurred by the public
official, a member of the public officia's immediate family, or a member of the public officia’s staff in
carrying out the business of the elective office.

(g) A donation to a tax-exempt charitable organization, including the purchase of tickets to charitable or
civic events.

(h) A disbursement to a ballot question committee.

(i) A purchase of tickets for use by that public official and members of his or her immediate family and
staff to a fund-raising event sponsored by a candidate committee, independent committee, political party
committee, or a political committee that does not exceed $100.00 per committee in any calendar year.

(1) A disbursement for an educational course or seminar that maintains or improves skills employed by the
public official in carrying out the business of the elective office.

(K) A purchase of advertisements in testimonials, program books, souvenir books, or other publications if
the advertisement does not support or oppose the nomination or election of a candidate.

(1) A disbursement for consultation, research, polling, and photographic services not related to a campaign.

(m) A fee paid to afraternal, veteran, or other service organization.

(n) A payment of atax liability incurred as a result of authorized transactions by the candidate committee
of the public official.

(o) A fee for accounting, professional, or administrative services for the candidate committee of the public
official.

(p) A debt or obligation incurred by the candidate committee of a public official for a disbursement
authorized by subdivisions (@) to (0), if the debt or obligation was reported in the candidate committee report
filed for the year in which the debt or obligation arose.

(2) "Independent expenditure” means an expenditure by a person if the expenditure is not made at the
direction of, or under the control of, another person and if the expenditure is not a contribution to a
committee.

(3) "In-kind contribution or expenditure” means a contribution or expenditure other than money.

(4) "Loan" means atransfer of money, property, or anything of ascertainable monetary value in exchange
for an abligation, conditional or not, to repay in whole or in part.

(5) "Loca balot question" means a ballot question of aloca unit of government to be voted upon in that
local unit of government.

(6) "Local elective office" means an elective office at the local unit of government level. Local elective
office also includes judge of the court of appeals, judge of the circuit court, judge of the district court, judge
of the probate court, and judge of a municipal court.

(7) "Local unit of government™ means a district, authority, county, city, village, township, board, school
district, intermediate school district, or community college district.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 1994, Act 411, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1994;00 Am. 1996, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 31,
1997;0 Am. 2012, Act 275, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013;00 Am. 2015, Act 269, Imd. Eff. Jan. 6, 2016.
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169.210 Definitions; M to N.

Sec. 10. (1) "Major political party" means a political party qualified to have its name listed on the general
election ballot whose candidate for governor received 25% or more of the popular vote cast in the preceding
gubernatorial election. If only 1 political party received 25% or more of the popular vote cast for governor in
the preceding gubernatorial election, then the palitical party with the second highest vote is considered a
major political party.

(2) "Mass mailing" means mailing by United States mail or facsimile of more than 500 pieces of mail
matter of an identical or substantially similar nature within any 30-day period.

(3) "Minor political party" means a political party qualified to have its name listed on the general election
ballot but that does not qualify as amajor political party.

(4) "Nominee" means an individual nominated to be a candidate.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 2015, Act 269, Imd. Eff. Jan. 6, 2016.

169.211 Definitions; P.

Sec. 11. (1) "Payroll deduction plan" means any system in which an employer deducts any amount of
money from the wages, earnings, or compensation of an employee.

(2) "Person" means a business, individual, proprietorship, firm, partnership, joint venture, syndicate,
business trust, labor organization, company, corporation, association, committee, or any other organization or
group of persons acting jointly.

(3) "Political committee” means a committee that is not a candidate committee, political party committee,
independent committee, or ballot question committee.

(4) "Political merchandise" means goods such as bumper stickers, pins, hats, beverages, literature, or other
items sold by a person at afund raiser or to the general public for publicity or for the purpose of raising funds
to be used in supporting or opposing a candidate for nomination for or election to an elective office, in
supporting or opposing the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question, or in supporting or opposing
the qualification of anew political party.

(5) "Political party" means a political party that has a right under law to have the names of its candidates
listed on the ballot in a general election.

(6) "Political party committee" means a state central, district, or county committee of a political party or a
party attempting to qualify as a new political party under section 685 of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA
116, MCL 168.685, that is a committee. Each state central committee shall designate the official party county
and district committees. There shall not be more than 1 officialy designated political party committee per
county and per congressional district.

(7) "Public body" means 1 or more of the following:

(a) A state agency, department, division, bureau, board, commission, council, authority, or other body in
the executive branch of state government.

(b) The legislature or an agency, board, commission, or council in the legislative branch of state
government.

(c) A county, city, township, village, intercounty, intercity, or regional governing body; a council, school
district, special district, or municipal corporation; or a board, department, commission, or council or an
agency of aboard, department, commission, or council.

(d) Any other body that is created by state or local authority or is primarily funded by or through state or
local authority, if the body exercises governmental or proprietary authority or performs a governmental or
proprietary function.

History: 1976, Act 388, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1976;00 Am. 1977, Act 314, Imd. Eff. Jan. 4, 1978;00 Am. 1995, Act 264, Eff. Mar. 28,
1996;00 Am. 1996, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;00 Am. 2012, Act 31, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 2012;00 Am. 2012, Act 273, Eff. Dec. 30, 2012.

Compiler'snote: Section 2 of Act 264 of 1995 provides:

“If any portion of this amendatory act or the application of this amendatory act to any person or circumstance is found to be invalid
by a court, the invalidity does not affect the remaining portions or applications of this amendatory act that can be given effect without the
invalid portion or application, if those remaining portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable. To this end, this amendatory
act is declared to be severable.”

Enacting section 1 of Act 31 of 2012 provides:

"Enacting section 1. It is the policy of this state that a public body shall maintain strict neutrality in each election and that a public
body or a person acting on behalf of a public body shall not attempt to influence the outcome of an election held in the state. If thereisa

perceived ambiguity in the interpretation of section 57, that section shall be construed to best effectuate the policy of strict neutrality by a
public body in an election."”

169.212 Definitions; Q to S.
Sec. 12. (1) “Qualifying contribution” means a contribution of money made by a written instrument by an
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individua to the candidate committee of a candidate for the office of governor that is $100.00 or less and
made after April 1 of the year preceding ayear in which a governor is to be elected. Not more than $100.00 of
an individual's total aggregate contribution may be used as a qualifying contribution in a calendar year.
Qualifying contribution does not include a subscription, loan, advance, deposit of money, in-kind contribution
or expenditure, or anything else of value except as prescribed in this act. Qualifying contribution does not
include a contribution by an individual who resides outside of this state. For purposes of this subsection, an
individual is considered to reside in this state if he or she is considered a resident of this state under the
Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992.

(2) “Senate palitical party c